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New York Openings This Week 


The Chase-Playhouse, 4/15/52. Jose Ferrer presents as his third production on 
48th Street this season, Horton Foote's new play, starring John Hodiak and Kim Hunter. 
Ferrer directed...Four Saints in Three Acts-Broadway, 4/16/52. ANTA presents a final 
item of subscription program two week run of opera with music by Virgil Thomson, li- 
bretto by Gertrude Stein. All Negro cast features Inez Matthews, Edward Matthews, 
Rawn Spearman and Elwood Smith. 


Award Season Continues 


NY Drama Critics Circle voted I Am A Camera best new American play of season and 
Venus Observed best new foreign play of season. Taking liberty with their owm defini- 
tions, they awarded "best musical of season” prize to revival of Pal Joey. Don Juan 
in Hellwas honored as "distinguished and unusual contribution to the theatre.” Win- 
ning play received ten ballots on first vote, with The Shrike, Point of No Return, 
Barefoot in Athens and The Grass Harp the other nominees in the new play division... 
Clarence Derwent awards for best supporting performance of season given to Ann Meacham 
The Long Watch and Iggie Wolfington, Mrse McThing. 


Critique Finale 


Theatre artists and audiences need a greater consciousness, Clurman, New Republic 
suggested in final column closing the weekly review department for the magazine. They 
must get a sense of themselves as aspiring, thinking, actively struggling, personally 
worth while and responsible individuals, he explained. Though the theatre lives in 
U.Se because Americans are a greatly gifted people, theatre workers are suffering from 
limitations imposed on them by "conditions," which they contribute to themselves in 
general inertia, fear, and morel and intellectual regimentatione If an awakening does 
not come the result will be the death of the theatre, he warmed. 


Digests of Current Reviews - late review on back page 


Three Wishes for Jamie-Hellinger, 3/21/52. Relatively speaking, George Jean Na- 
than enjoyed himself at the new msical by Charles O'Neal and Abe Burrows. Next to 
the many items in this otherwise excessively dismal and depressing season, the show 
had mmy things to recommend in ite Production was outstanding in not falling into 
usual cliche tricks found in most Irish musicalse Beaufort, Christian Science Monitor 
doubts if efforts are worth all care and talent expended. Critic suggested Jamie 
should have asked as his fourth wish for the requisite ingredients of a successful 
Broadway musical. 


Flight Into = ager Box, 3/18/52. Brown, Saturday Review, filed "no opinion" 
"con" vote for new George Tabori play. In spite of play's dealing with most anguish- 
ing of materials, Brown remained unmoved. Play holds the attention without touching 
the emotions. It should have been almost umendurable in its tragedy, but it was 
merely interesting. 


News & Notes 


Jeane starts 7:30 P.M. Monday curtaim April 28...Paris '90 moves to Goldene.. 
Betty Field and Burgess Meredith to succeed Jessica Tamdy and Hume Cronyn in The 
Fourposter June 7...April "Theatre Arts" features article on second night critics 


by Dorothy Wheelock, Harper's Bazaar...Women at Twilight law suit dropped. 
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D - Daily W - Weekly M - Monthly B-= Broadcast 
DT - NY Times DJC - Journal of Commerce WCM - Chr. Science Monitor 
DH - NY Herald Tribune DWJ - Wall St. Journal | Wc - Commonweal 
DN - NY News DW - Women's Wear WCU = Cue 
DM - NY Mirror WB - Billboard WN - Nation 
DC - NY Compass WV - Variety WNR - New Republic 
DP - NY Post WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 
DJ - NY Journal American WGN - George Jean Nathan WNY - New Yorker 
W - NY World Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Morehouse WSR - Saturday Review 
DB = Brooklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leonard Wl - Time 
DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly, if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise states critics voted “proe" 


CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 Con: WB WN WNR. So-So: DN. 

FLIGHT INTO EGYPT-3/18/52 Pro: DN DM DC DP DJ DB DL DJC DiW BC WT. 

THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 Con: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY. None: DWJ WN WR SR. 
GIGI-11/24/51 Con: DT DM DC DP Di WM BL WCU WNR WSR WT. None: BC. 
THE GRASS HARP=3/27/52 Pro: DT DP DJ DW DB DL DJC DWW Wit WCU. 

GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 Con: WN. 

I AM A CAMERA-11/28/51 Con: DN DJ WCM WNR. None: WW. So-So: DT. 
JANE-2/1/52 Con: DH DJ DB WB WCD BL WC WNR WSR WT. None: WCN MP. 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 Con: WN. 

THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 Con: WCD WGN. None. WN MP. 

MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 Con: DM DJ BC DL WNR WT WGN. None: WNR MP. 

ONE BRIGHT DAY-3/19/52 Con: DH DP DJ WC WGN WN. None: WN WR WSR MP. 

PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 Con: DH DP DJ WV WWM BC WC. None: BL WNR WSR. 

PAL JOEY-1/3/52 Con: BL. Nomee 

POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 Con: DW BL WN WNR WT. 

THE SHRIKE-1/15/52 Con: DW WCD WGN BL WN. 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 Con: WT. 

STALAG 17-5/8/51 Con: DM WCD BL WCU WNY. So-So: DW. 

TOP BANANA-11/1/51 Con: DP DJ BL. None: WCM WN WR WSR. 


THREE WISHES FOR JAMIE-3/21/52 Con: DP DJ WCU WT BC. 
None: WGN WM WCM WC WN WWR WSR MP. 


' Theatre News Round Up ' 


Mrse McThing cancelled for one performance due to Helen Hayes illness...SeMe 
Chartock postponed Gilbert and Sullivan company to fall, Beatrice Lillie put off her 
Palace appearance to fall...Of Thee I Sing rehearsed at Second Avenue Public Theatre 
e+eWish You Were Here has advance sale of $250,000..."Show Shop,” 136 West 44th, opens 
April 22 to feature information and theatre services, sponsored by "Show of the Month" 
ee-Mrse Rose Cowan is U.Serepresentative at Unesco House, Paris, conference on how 
theatre can help youth of the world...Neighborhood Playhouse School of Theatre cele- 
brates 25th anniversary...Broadway Angele, Inc. formed to allow small investor to par- 
ticipate in theatre productions..-SeJay Kaufman appointed director of Johm Myers Foun- 
dation, 1207 Sixth Ave. which is to encourage now talent in all the arts...New Eng- 
land Theatre Council and N.Y.Drama Study Club joined ANTA...Chapman, News, Morehouse, 
WT&S, and George Freedley to speak at University of Miami Shakespeare Festival...ANTA 
Ccamcelled The Circus of Dre Lao..-South Pacific started its fourth year on Broadway... 
Rice, Post, addressed Yale's Dept. of Drama and Philadelphia Juno Writers. 


' NYC Criticism At A Glance ' 
| 


' Green Room Department ' 


ACTORS VS CRITICS...Equity magazine invites letters on two questions which arose in 
criticisms of a recent flope Chapman, News, stated that when actors know they 
are in a turkey they give the worst possible performances. While Beaufort, 
Christian Science Monitor, stated that he has never seen actors let down the 
performance on the second night no matter how bad the reviews. Union magazine 
editorial asks "Which critic d'ya b'lieve" or how do actors approach their work 
when they aren't sure of the play's success. 


COLUMN TIPS..-Shuberts will lease more theatres to TV, hints Sullivan...Gabor family 
slated for Broadway show, hears Kilgallen...G and Dolls' B.SePully may have 
a radio program reading bedtime stories for children, reports Gardmer, who sug- 
gests you hide the kids. 


FERENC MOLNAR-.-Famed playwright died with knowledge that his name would be cherished 
in the theatre, noted Herald Tribune editorial...Though obituaries named Liliom 
as Molnar's best, Watts, Post, does not agreee Critic's favorite is The Glass 
Slipper, a N.Y. flop. Unlike most authors, Molnar looked the part, he looked 

e debonair and sophisticated playwright...Times editorial called author 
welcome addition to American creative heritage. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...New Dramatists Committee might save the American theatre, WNBC 
Leon Pearson said, by giving techniques of playwrighting to those youngsters 
with talent...Despite his sterness toward Pal Joey, Watts, Post, believes wenret 
Jean Nathan can be taken in by some remarkably feeble msical shows. 


MAIL BOX..-Letter to Pollock, Compass, takes Atkinson, Times, to taks for panning 
Flight Into Egypt because it didn't have a point of view...Times reader suggests 
Theatregoers Award to be voted upon by fans who have seen a minimum of 15 plays 
per season. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Writers are selling out too cheaply for security when they quit 
theatre for movies and TV, Howard Lindsay, founder of New Dramatists Committee, 
told Sheaffer, Eaglee.-A nine year old child cam understand The Grass Harp, 
Truman Capote complained to Morehouse, WT&S.in objection to re- 
views of his play he considered scandalous...Changes have been made in Three 
Wishes for Jamie, Watt, News, learmmed from song writer Ralph Blamee Several 
songs have been switched, the opening wake scene trimmed, and the horse fired 
for adding to the stage directions. 


Three short: Saroyan ‘plays to’ be short run starting April 17 at-. 
Amato Qpera Theatre...Adventurous playgoers will find some intriguing theatre at: - 
Living Theatre's current ‘Cherry Lane production, suggests Sheaffer, Eagle. Tt's ; 
"evening of Bohemian theatre" and comes through as ap enjoyable show, also the 
wackiest show if town.s."Beppy de Vries. end Her Imaginary Theatre" was a very apts: ) 
title for. one woman show staged. at Carnegie Recital;Hall, panned Rice, Poste Any= 
thing- representing theatre in conjumotion with show was purely in performer's imagi- 
nation...Lighthouse Players production ,of Yoel. Coward's The H Breed was praised 
by Calta, Times, as sensitive, harmonious presentation of @ touching, penetrating, 
often agaging story. Blind playérs were very accomplished... .Equit Library Theatre's 
production of O'Neill's All God's Chillum Got Wings drew mixed verdict from trade 
paper reviewers. McDonald, Billboard, differed with play's theme, but thought it 
still had pumche He recommended Patricia Ferris as a top actress who deserves break. 
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i? ' Off Broadway ' 


Drema critics are the most maligned group in the theatre, four New York City 
daily paper reviewers agreed at ANTA forum on "Critic and Theatre" which was arranged 
as part of the New York Chapter of ANTA's April membership drive. Hawkins, World 
Telegram & Sun, Chapman, News, Kerr, Herald Tribune, send Coleman, Mirror, also were 
in agreement that the term "reviewer" more aptly described their function than the 
term "critic." Robert Dowling was chairman. 


Ideal function of the daily paper reviewer, Hawkins explained, is to tell reader 
enough about the play in question so he can make up his owm mind. It is difficult 
to remember that many readers hope the first sentence of the review will tell exactly 
how the critic voted. Though the trade paper tabulators have accused the WT&S critic 
of having "no opinion" on several plays, Hawkins contends that actually he has many 
opinions on such plays. He tries to explain why the show might appeal to different 
people of different tastes. 


From the critic's viewpoint it is disappointing that the public follows the cri- 
tics too closely, complained Coleman. Any show that survives a week on Broadway is 
worth seeing, no matter what the critics might have said. The hit crazy business has 
made many people believe it is difficult to go to the theatre in New Yorke This is 
the reason his paper runs on Sundays a chart showing that tickets to 95 percent of 
all shows are available daily. 


Critics all but purge themselves in m effort to push people into the theatre, 
Kerr commented. Playgoer has to merely look at the alphabetical listings to see the 
lyrical, singing rhapsodies the critics go to. Though this is probably the worst sea- 
son in living memory, the quotes used would have you believe this is the finest, the 
Herald Tribune reviewer pointed out. Praise filled adjectives must be used to get 
people to go to the theatre these days, Kerr continuede Because mild reviews can 
give the show no benefit, the critic must write a rave notice if he thinks the merits 
outweigh the deficiencies. Important theatre problem which needs solving now is to 
find out what happened in the past 40 years to get people out of the theatre habit. 


Coleman agreed that a kindly notice condemned a play. But it is the people's 
fault not the critics. In Chicago, Mirror critic pointed out, a "pan" of a show in- 
sures a rush at the box office. During question period on virtues of early opening 
night curtains, Dowling suggested that theatre managers should station four ticket 
tekers at the door to end the lobby jams. 


The Brass Ring= Lyceum 4/10/52= 4/12/52. froof of sad critical 
fect, expressed above, thet mild reviews con kill a plry,seen in 
ewift closing of Irving Elments new pley efter 4 performences. rro- 
duced by Donela «olin end Doreld Flamm it won mild "pro" reviews 
from Kerr,Hereld Tribunej end Hewkins, T&S, end 
Colby,Journel of Covrerce. Hersld Tribune men hed very pleetent eve- 
ning with furry, bsorbirg, *ometimes touching script, while Hewkins 
tebbed it “Sweetest” play of yerr. Sidney @leckmer,Crrol Goodner 
end supporting crest preited,with Conred Jenis beirg singled out 
fine young comedians. Mrjority perned Script for beire dull,clicne- 
ridden rehech of Point of No Return . Times reviewer noted thet 
author had gentus for cliches. Severel noted some humorous short 
Scenes by fromising young suthor. 
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